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sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This REPORT consists of a total of ' drawings which have been 

. ^mfves ie sheets of the description, c^/^^Authority (see Rule 
Thisreportisalsoac^^^^ rectifications made before this A 



! 7 ^^crelatineto the following items: 

This report contains indications relating id 

I ^3 Basis of the report 

w Q Lack of unity of invention 
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^ certain documents cited 



p Certain defects in the international application 
^ p certamobservationsontheinternationalappUcation 



Date of submission of the demand 
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Date of completion of this report 
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Internationalization No. 
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1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages - 

pages 

pages _ 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



j 1 the drawings: 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

m , filed with the jdemand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wnicn is. 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[~~| the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

1 _] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| ] furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed' 9 and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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HI. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| | the entire international application. 

claims Nos h2Q 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. . : — - — — 
relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. h2Q_ 

are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

SEE SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET 



r— , the claims, or said claims Nos . are so inadequately supported 

I J by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 



| | no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
[ | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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The inventions set forth in claims 1-20 are 
inventions of compounds represented by general formula 
(I) or medicinal compositions containing the same as an 
active ingredient. However, these compounds encompass an 
exceedingly broad range of varied compounds. Moreover, 
the exceptions are also complex, and it would be 
difficult to perform a complete search for all of these. 
In addition, only a small portion of these compounds are 
supported by the description in the sense of PCT Article 
6 and disclosed in the description in the sense of PCT 
Article 5 . 

Therefore, claims 1-20 and the description do not 
fy the conditions necessary to enable a meaningful 



satis 



international search, 



Accordingly, for the earlier international search 
report, a search of the prior art literature was 
performed within the scope of reasonable responsibility, 
with reference to compounds specifically disclosed in the 



description, 



and an international preliminary examination 



has been carried out within the scope of this search. 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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1-17 
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1-20 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
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Citations and explanations 
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EP 471201 A 

JP 2001-233792 A 

JP 2001-220357 A 

JP 2001-181210 A 



The inventions set forth in claims 1-17 are not 
novel over document 1, cited in the international search 
report. Document 1 discloses compounds which fall within 
the scope of the compounds described in these inventions 
in the present application. 

The inventions set forth in claims 1-20 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 2-4, 
cited in the international search report. Documents 2-4 
disclose various azaprostaglandin derivatives useful as 
selective agonists for prostaglandin E2 and/or E4, and the 
compounds disclosed in the inventions in the present 
application are analogous in chemical structure to these 
derivatives and could be derived easily by a person 
skilled in the art with reference to the disclosures in 
do cumen t s 2 - 4 . 
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